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belief in
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Was
Curzon a
benefactor
of the
masses ?

of liberty as a factor of human progress. He has no
sympathy with popular aspirations, and when he finds
them among a subject people, he thinks he is render-
ing their country a service by trying to put them
down. Thus in his Byculla Club speech he actually
stated that he had not offered political concessions to
the people of India because he 4C did not regard it as
wisdom or statesmanship in the interests of India
itself to do so " ! Taking Lord Curzon at his highest,
we find him engaged in a Herculean attempt to
strengthen the Englishman's monopoly of power in
India and stem the tide of popular agitation and
discontent by rousing the members of the bureaucracy
to a sense of duty similar to his own and raising the
standard of administrative efficiency all round. The
attempt has failed, as it was bound to fail. Never was
discontent in India more acute and widespread than
when the late Viceroy laid down the reins of office;
and as regards the bureaucratic monopoly of power, I
think we are sensibly nearer the time when it will be
successfully assailed.
One claim Lord Curzon advanced in his farewell
speech at Bombay, which it is necessary to examine a
little. He told his hearers, as he had done once
before, .... that even if he had incurred the hostility
of educated Indians, the masses would be grateful to
him for what he had done for them. This attempt to
distinguish between the interests of the educated
classes and those of the bulk of their countrymen is a
favourite device with those who seek to repress the
legitimate aspirations of our people. It is significant
that Lord Curzon had never resorted to it till he had
finally broken with the educated classes. We know,
of course, that the distinction is unreal and ridiculous
and we know also that most of those who use it as a
convenient means to disparage the educated classes
cannot themselves really believe in it. Lord Curzon
mentions the reduction of the salt duty, the writing
off of famine arrears, the increased grants to primary
education and to irrigation, the attempt at Police reform
as measures on which he bases his claim. The sugges-